
 

 

 

Recent Press Coverage 

 

• Lough Erne Resort…The Gateway To North West Ireland 

Food & Wine, March 2010 

”The Resort is a fine, relaxing spot for a short break whether or not you are a golfer offering all the 

advantages of a spacious and beautiful location while also being handy to the town, Noel McMeel 

makes it an interesting place to call into for a bite to eat at any time.” 

Andy Quinn, The Sunday Journal (Derry). 14
th

 March 2010 

”There are not many places in the World that leave you feeling the way Lough Erne Resort 

does…even something as arbity as hotel check in puts you immediately at ease, such is the warm 

disposition of the staff. The bedrooms here really have redefined the whole meaning of what it is to 

relax and rewind”. 

Phyl Clarke, The Irish Times, ‘Go Spas’, January 9
th

 2010 

“The Resort is certainly a golfers dream, but there’s much here for the non-golfer, too, in its elegantly 

designed traditional interior. Quality and comfort are top of the list here.” 

Hilary Nangle, The Boston Globe, ‘Where to stay in 2010’, January 6
th

 2010 

“Mind your Manor…Lough Erne Golf Resort in Enniskillen has earned renown as Northern Ireland’s 

premier Golf Resort, but its appeal extends to spa lovers and gourmands. Defying its young age, the 

hotel immerses guests in the ambience of a long-standing country manor”. 

Diane Parks, Birmingham Post, December 18
th

 2009 

“You know you have arrived at luxury when a phone call from your lodge see a footman arrive at the 

door with an umbrella and Mercedes to take you on a one-minute journey to dinner.  This was the 

level of service we received at the five-star Lough Erne Golf Resort”. 

John Gee, Shropshire Magazine 

”Lough Erne Golf Resort is a very special place to visit.” 

Michael McGlade, Hooked on Haute Cuisine, October 24
th

 2009 

”The hotel is every inch five-star set in the stunning surrounds of The Faldo Course.  After checking in 

and taking the tour, which left us wanted to stay for a month”. 

Golf Monthly – Ultimate Travel, October 2009 

”The hottest thing to come out of Northern Ireland since, well Rory McIlroy, Lough Erne appears to be 

as destined for greatness as the young star.  McIlroy and Lough Erne are indeed the perfect fit – they 

might be young, but the quality is already there for all to see.  The highly luxurious resort is the 

modern golf destination Northern Ireland has been crying out for.” 

Madeleine Lyons, Irish Times, ‘Ireland’s Lakelands’, September 30
th

 2009 

”The commitment to quality is evident throughout Lough Erne”. 



 

 

The Robb Report, September 2009 

”…Lough Erne, the first true golf resort in Northern Ireland.” 

Ireland Homes Interiors Living, September 2009 

”The five star Lough Erne Golf Resort is pure luxury”. 

Glen Hayward, ‘Fine food and fairways’, Metro, 18
th

 August 

”The distinctive enchantment of the resort is clearly in its storybook setting and awe-inspiring views.  

On arrival we received a genuine welcome.  Friendly yet unobtrusive staff remained attentive 

throughout our stay.  The interior is first rate, featuring spotless, elegant furnishings of traditional 

design.  The bedrooms are big and opulent with king-size beds that are extremely comfortable.” 

Frank McGreevey, ‘Top Wines, Top Food, Top Golf’ Ulster Tatler, August 2009 

“If your looking for a weekend close to home with all the luxuries of a first class resort, you couldn’t do 

better than head for Lough Erne Golf Resort.  It is the warm Fermanagh welcome that sets Lough 

Erne Golf Resort apart.  As Northern Irelands first five star resort, Lough Erne Golf Resort is well on 

the way to becoming a ‘must visit’ destination”. 

Sandra Eagle, ‘Fermanagh Northern Ireland – Just two hours away from Belfast, the county of 

Fermanagh is tranquillity, writ large’, Incentive Travel Meetings, Canada, July August 2009 

“The majestic resort fringes the Castle Hume Lough, and the course snugly surrounds it on either 

side. Although relatively new, the hotel and the 25 lodges look like they have been part of the 

landscape forever.”  

Laura Davidson, ‘Giant Revelation’, The Sunday Mail 9
th

 August 2009 

“At the Lough Erne Golf Resort in Northern Ireland there’s as much for non- players as there is for 

those who like their regular dose on 18 holes. This brand new resort is the ideal mix- world class golf 

to keep him outdoors happy and a world- class spa for me. Set in the most idyllic Irish countryside, it’s 

perfect for a getaway just to relax or to explore the surrounding area.” 

‘Lough Erne Makes Wishes Come True’, Fermanagh Herald 

“The AA five star Lough Erne Golf Resort is making wishes come true with its first donation of £5,000 

to charity partner Make-A-Wish Foundation UK.” 

PGA Tour.com, July 2009 

“Lough Erne Golf Resort may be taking the established standards of 5 star excellence to an entirely 

new level...it offers unabashedly, sumptuous luxury showered upon each guest every second of their 

stay. Complementing all is the thoroughly pampering staff, always with a genuinely warm level of Irish 

service and a seemingly nature-given aptitude for making everyone feel at home. It’s a level of service 

and quality seldom found in today’s world.” 

 ‘Great Escape’, Irish News, 18
th

 July 2009 

“The magnificent Lough Erne Golf Resort is home to one of the best new courses Ireland has seen in 

many a year, and is as close to a faultless study in five star luxury as you’ll find – from the attentive 

but unobtrusive staff, the wonderful food and the truly spectacular surroundings.” 

Aisling Kennedy, ‘There’s No Place Like Home’, Womans Way, 14
th

 July 2009 

“We can’t say enough about good things about the amazing Lough Erne Golf Resort in Fermanagh. 

This five star resort encompasses everything that you would come to desire from a resort of this 

calibre, and boasts beautiful lakes and mountains surrounding the complex, staff that will bend over 

backwards to help you, luxurious spa treatments, fabulous rooms and lodges, and the most important 

thing – peace and quiet. A weekend away in this truly breathtaking complex will leave you pampered 

within an inch of your life and you will never want to leave! You will feel like you have found a little 

piece of heaven.” 



 

 

‘Lough Erne’s New Course Proves a Winner’, Sunday Mercury, 6
th

 July 2009 

“Everything about the Lough Erne Golf Resort in Enniskillen is unashamedly five- star. Luxurious 

accommodation, a world class restaurant, relaxing bar, library and drawing rooms, Authentic Thai Spa 

and that particularly Irish ingredient of warm, friendly service makes Lough Erne Golf Resort a very 

special place to visit.” 

‘Resort gets Royal Seal of Approval’, The Impartial Reporter, 2
nd

 July 2009 

”Golf enthusiasts tried out the new course which is set to put Fermanagh and Northern Ireland on the 

international map and become a hub for golfers from all over the world.” 

 

‘Prince Edward has a Packed Diary for Visit”, The Belfast Telegraph 2
nd

 July 2009 

“Prince Edward spent the first part of his day at the Lough Erne Golf Resort in County Fermanagh, he 

took a quick stroll along the putting green and visited the jetty to watch local award scheme 

participants enjoying a fly fishing class before heading back to the resort for lunch where he was 

guest of honour.” 

‘The Great British Break’, Country & Town House, July 2009 

“A golfer’s paradise, Northern Ireland’s first AA five-star hotel crowns a 600-acre peninsula, on which 

Nick Faldo has designed a championship golf course. Taking full advantage of the rolling Fermanagh 

landscape and its lakelands, the hotel is surrounded by water which features in 14 of the 18 holes of 

the course.” 

‘Off to a Tee’, Wedding Venues & Services, July 2009 

“Set on a stunning peninsula between two loughs, the resort has a Nick Faldo golf course, a Thai Spa 

and oodles of style” 

Ed Curran, ‘How Golf Resort has got The New Northern Ireland Down To a Tee’, Belfast 

Telegraph 22
nd

 June 2009 

“What has been achieved five miles west of Enniskillen is nothing short of breath-taking. The Lough 

Erne Resort raises the bar for every hostelry in this country with its standards of customer care, 

facilities and service.” 

Claire O’Mahoney, ‘Home Suite Home’, The Sunday Tribune, 14
th

 June 2009 

“A five-star experience awaits at this Co Fermanagh resort, which has two championship golf courses. 

They really go out of their way to make younger guests feel special here with their cutely entitled 

‘Cygnets at Lough Erne’ package.” 

Jillie Beattie, “Luxury on the Green”, The Daily Mirror, 13
th

 June 2009 

“Lough Erne Golf Resort and Spa is a revelation in Northern Ireland. In fact there is simply nothing 

else like it on the island. And it’s not just the beauty of the amazing building, the incredible setting or 

the plush interior design…in truth the glory of this resort is also a simple reflection of its staff because 

they are second to none…The Lough Erne Golf Resort is a perfect holiday, the luxury, surroundings, 

setting and genuine hospitality combined to give us a perfect break”  

‘Unwind at Lough Erne Golf Resort, The Gateway to North West Ireland, The Irish Independent, 

9
th

 June 2009  

“Friendly, attentive service, plus the sheer range of facilities, make this a magical destination. What’s 

more, the hotel boasts two championship golf courses- The Faldo Course, open July 1
st
, the first Nick 

Faldo designed course in Ireland, and the Castle Hume course.” 

Lizzie Gore Grimes, ‘Fermanagh Flavours’, Cara Magazine, June 2009 

“For luxurious comfort in a stunning setting, book the family friendly Lough Erne Golf Resort” 



 

 

Ginny McGrath, Times Online.co.uk, 12
th

 May 2009 

”…this sprawling Resort isn’t just for golfers despite the name.  There’s a spa, walking, watersports 

and more to keep the lively occupied, or you just settle down with a cream tea in front of an open fire.  

There’ so much to do at the hotel that unless you’re staying for a week, there’s little reason to leave.” 

Jim McCafferty, ‘The magic that is Lough Erne Golf Resort’, Derry Journal  1
st

 May 2009 

”This resort truly is a magical place for relaxation on the shores of Lough Erne in Co. Fermanagh 5 

star standard, with stunning panoramic views from almost vantage point.” 

5 Best Golf and Food Combos, Sunday Tribune, 3
rd

 May 2009 

”The Resort itself is sumptuous – no expense has been spared in creating a luxury experience, both 

in the rooms and the on site lodges. 

Eoghan Corry, Travel Extra, 1
st

 May 2009 

”Lough Erne Golf Resort, built on one of the finest pieces of lake side real estate on the planet. The 

hotel is pleasant and quiet, with that homely feel that you can relax and take time out here.” 

John Wilson, ‘Gone Fishing:  Enjoying Irish Pike on The Fly’, Daily Express, 26
th

 April 2009 

”We were on the beautiful, 125 acre Castle Hume Lough, which is connected to the lower Lough 

Erne, which is connected to the famous Lough Erne Golf Resort…anyone staying at the resort 

incidentally, can fish there.  Believe me, the strength and stamina of these Irish pike, really gets to 

you…we shall make a return trip in the not too distant future.” 

Gemma Fullam, Unwind in style, Sunday Independent, 19
th

 April 2009 

”Tastefully designed with Fermanagh’s vernacular architecture of dovecotes in mind, the main 

building is a striking juxtaposition of turrets and castellated walls.  I was in one of the resort’s 120 

bedrooms, which are a five-star delight – as are its six suites and 25 plush lodges.  The beds are 

huge and supremely comfortable. Bathrooms, luxurious but winningly un-hotelish, boast a separate 

bath and shower”. 

Dea Birkett, ‘Learning about Life from history’, Thenational.ae, 11
th

 April 2009 

”Lough Erne couldn’t be better for families.  It’s large and lustrous, in the style of a sprawling Victorian 

estate, all turrets, crenulations and chandeliers.  We stayed in a lodge on the lake, stuffed with sofas.  

It was very, very peaceful.” 

Elle, Travel section, April 2009 

”If the waterside location isn’t enough to visit…acres of space devoted to pampering and 

relaxation…makes Lough Erne even more attractive.  You’ll be spoilt by the opulence of the 

accommodation in the hotel”.   

Emily Hourican, The most delicious Escapes, Woman & Home, March 2009 

”The rolling lakelands of Co Fermanagh are the perfect backdrop to this new five-star resort, which 

has the feel of a private island. Serious luxury is the thing here, with 120 plush and generous-sized 

bedrooms.  This is the land of vast super-soft beds, lavish drapes, marble bathrooms and abundant 

rain showers.  Service is well up to standards of the surroundings, and minute attention to detail 

comes naturally”. 

Jo Tinsley, Editor, BBC Country File Magazine, March 2009 

”For pure luxury you don’t get better than this five-star golf resort, set on its own secluded island on 

Lower Lough Erne”. 

Claire O’Mahony, Sunday Tribune Magazine, Rest and play, March 1
st

 2009 

”The magic of the Fermanagh lakelands awaits at this five-star resort.  Enjoy panoramic views…the 

rooms are charming and very spacious”.   



 

 

John Hooks, The Weekender, ‘Erne-ing Par…’, 6 February 2009 

‘The Lough Erne Golf Resort is a place Northern Ireland can be proud of, and when finished, the golf 

course will be the final piece in the jigsaw for this majestic hotel.’ 

Billy Foley, News Editor, Irish News ‘Erne-ing a five star reputation’, The Irish News, Jan 24
th

 

2009 

‘…nonetheless the five-star treatment started straight away.  It’s not every hotel where the concierge 

walks out to the carpark and says “Mr Foley? and “We’ve been waiting for you. Welcome to Lough 

Erne.  Let me get your bags.” But then this development is a bit special.’ 

John Trew, Northern Ireland Travel News Issue 210, January 2009 

‘On the subject of real treats West of the Bann, there is none better than the magnificent, the majestic, 

the marvellous Lough Erne Golf Resort…’ 

Lyn Palmer, ‘Home for the Holidays’, Northern Woman, December 2008 

‘One of Europe’s most breath-taking developments, Lough Erne Golf Resort…surrounded by water 

and rolling drumlins, it is blessed with some of the most stunning panoramas in Ireland – and 

promises a home–from-home this festive season.’ 

Poi O’ Conghaile, Irish Independent, ‘Weekend Magazine’, Saturday 22
nd

 November 2008 

”Ten best Christmas Getaways…Lough Erne Golf Resort.” 

Belfast Telegraph, Monday 10
th

 November 2008, ‘Golf Resort is five star’ 

“Lough Erne Golf Resort got the award for its combination of five star luxury, attention to detail in the 

delivery of guest experiences and innovatively presented products and services.” 

Rhonda Weir, News Letter Saturday November 8
th

 2008, ‘Home from home’ 

”…you will find quality, luxury, comfort and decadence in bucket loads and the accommodation and 

facilities are unquestionably fabulous (including an in-house restaurant which produces food so good 

its hard to know whether to eat it or frame it) …such friendly character-ful staff.” 

 

Nick Greenslade, The Sunday Times, Sunday November 9
th

 2008 ‘Golfing for the buggy 

brigade’ 

‘What stood out was that a service culture commensurate with the five-star status to which 

management aspires had permeated down to every level.  Yet this had been achieved while 

maintaining a warmth and friendliness that was distinctly local and natural.  Lough Erne’s Thai Spa, 

with its range of holistic treatments, will impress even the most pampered and soothe the most 

stressed.” 

Liam Stebbing, The Irish Times, Go Ireland, Saturday November 15
th

 2008, ‘Fermanagh casts 

its spell’ 

”Our appetite for the outdoors has been well and truly whetted, so back at the hotel we go for a fly-

casting lesson with Packie Trotter, Lough Erne’s gillie….Lough Erne has a great restaurant for 

drowning your sorrows after losing face on the fly – casting lawn.” 

Gavin Walker, Business First, November 2008 

”And indeed it was the quality of staff that really made our visit to the hotel memorable.” 

The Weekender, break away, ‘Get into the swing this Valentine’s Day’, 5
th

 February 2010 

 ‘The Lough Erne Golf Resort has put together three great packages to make sure your Valentines 

Day is anything but above par’ 

 



 

 

• The Faldo Course 

Golf World, Dream Par 3s May 2010 

”18
Th

 Hole, Cygnets Rest, The Faldo Course, Lough Erne Resort BEST 18
th
 Par 3 in UK & 

Ireland...Why its so good: the final one at this new course is tremendous. Just about all carry over the 

Lough, with a deep bunker awaiting, if you try to bail out left this will provide some finish in 

matchplay”. 

Backspin, Feb 2010 

Ireland’s Top 35 Courses Parkland / Inland…Lough Erne 

Golf International, Feb 2010 

The Faldo Series has signed a three-year major partnership with the acclaimed new Lough Erne 

Resort. The deal means Lough Erne Resort will be designated as the home of The Faldo Series and 

host the Faldo Series Grand Final in 2010, 2011 and 2012 and the Faldo Ireland Championship 

during the same years”.  

Colm Bradely, Golf International, Travel, Jan/Feb 2010 

“…The course has raised the standard of golf in Northern Ireland in such a way that comparisons with 

Loch Lomond will be inevitable.  Since more than three quarters of  

the holes are linked to the lough – many with infinity greens – there is a strong likeness to some of the 

great American courses. Add to that scrupulously groomed fairways, greens and bunkers.  There’s no 

doubt about it. Lough Erne – like the great historied links that attract so many golfers to these parts, is 

world class.  Lough Erne Golf Resort is a real gem in the Irish Golfing crown with a sparkle sure to 

attract golfers from all over the world”. 

Dermot Gilleece, Golf Digest, January 2010 

“Given the lakeside site, the first thing one noticed out on the Lough Erne Course was the firm turf, 

despite almost persistently hostile weather.  This is the most highly specified and consequently the 

most expensive course.  The entire course was hydroseeded like you might do with a links. Every bit 

of it.  Meanwhile, the great strength of Faldo’s design is the use he makes of the lake, which is visible 

from the majority of the holes”.   

Golfers Guide to Ireland, 2010 

”Lough Erne comfortably takes its place in the vanguard of some of the game’s finest…” 

Jock Howard, Golf World, January 2010 

”On the back nine, my favourite holes were the 10
th
, an exquisite short par 4 to a near-island green, 

set in the Lough, which is sure to become one of Ireland’s most photographed holes”. 

Links Magazine, The Best of Golf, 14
th

 December 2009 

The Best New International Courses of 2009…Lough Erne Golf Resort 

Golf.com, December 2009 

Best New International Golf Courses...The Faldo Course, Lough Erne Golf Resort (3) 

Golf Punk, Issue 47 2009 

”Top of the Loughs….The Faldo Course…if your aquaphobic, you’ve not going to like this.  If you love 

great golf courses, you will. 

John Gee, Shropshire Magazine 

”Sir Nick Faldo designed is as immaculate as Nick’s Golf was in his heyday.” 

Golf Digest, November 2009 

”Where to bring your society in 2010…Lough Erne Golf Resort…whether you are part of a golf society 



 

 

of are just looking for something special; Lough Erne has it all...check out their website 

www.loughernegolfresort.com” 

Madeleine Lyons, Irish Times, ‘Ireland’s Lakelands’, September 30
th

 2009 

”The star of the show, is the course itself.  Groomed to within an inch, and accessed via a wooden 

bridge over the lake, it lies like a siren luring its captivated visitors.  Every hole provided an adrenalin”. 

Golf Monthly, Malcolm Campbell, ‘Dream Machines’ October 2009 

”Lough Erne, Ireland, a Sir Nick Faldo production on the banks of one of the country’s most beautiful 

stretches of inland water.  Its tough; its often tight but always enjoyable”. 

National Club Golfer, October 2009 

”…It was the stunning course , which looks set to become a European Tour venue in the future, that 

struck a chord with the players.  McIlroy said: ‘Northern Ireland is really crying out for a European 

Tour event and Lough Erne is set up so well for tournament golf”. 

Golf Monthly – Ultimate Travel, October 2009 

”The hottest thing to come out of Northern Ireland since, well Rory McIlroy, and Lough Erne appears 

to be as destined for greatness as the young star.  McIlroy and Lough Erne are indeed the perfect fit – 

they might be young, but the quality is already there for all to see.  The highly luxurious resort is the 

modern golf destination Northern Ireland has been crying out for.” 

The Robb Report, September 2009 

”…Lough Erne, the first true golf resort in Northern Ireland. The Course begins in a small forest hard 

by Castle Hume Lough. The initial holes hug the shoreline, but the layout then rises high above the 

water, yielding vistas of lush countryside for miles in every direction.  From there, the course leads out 

onto a spit of lake-licked land and then back into more trees, before ending dramatically behind the 

resort”. 

Ireland Homes Interiors Living, September 2009 

’For golfing enthusiasts, the Nick Faldo designed course at Lough Erne Golf Resort is a must”. 

The Faldo Series at Lough Erne 

”The third annual Faldo Series Ireland Championship was played at Lough Golf Resort.  Faldo 

commented: I’m delighted that our Ireland Championship will be moving to one of Faldo Design’s 

most anticipated projects this year”. 

Summer Golf, Lough Erne Golf Resort, Sunday Times 23
rd

 August 2009 

”Nick Faldo selected this breathtakingly beautiful lakeside property to design his first golf course in 

Ireland.  Clever tee placement ensures that the average handicapper can take up the challenge and 

enjoy the round without being overwhelmed by the length”. 

Glen Hayward, ‘Fine food and fairways’, Metro, 18
th

 August 

’The golf course’ setting is amazing…it has been designed with real vision’ 

Peter Corrigan, The Independent on Sunday 16
th

 August 

”Everything about the Lough Erne complex is brand new and grand with it but the course is 

exceptional for a layout so new”. 

‘Top Ten New Courses’, National Club Golfer, August 2009-08-27’ 

“Number 1 – Lough Erne Co. Fermanagh. 

The word stunning hardly does justice to the beauty of this course that nestles between the waters of 

Lower Lough Erne and Castle Hume Lough.” 



 

 

Sandra Eagle, ‘Fermanagh Northern Ireland – Just two hours away from Belfast, the county of 

Fermanagh is tranquillity, writ large’, Incentive Travel Meetings, Canada, July August 2009 

“The beauty of the golf course needs to be seen to be believed. Magnificent views greet players at 

every turn.” 

Nigel Frazer, ‘Golf Duel Shown to World’, The Impartial Reporter, Thursday 23 July 2009 

“’Top Class’ and ‘Spectacular’ were the verdicts of Rory McIlroy and Padraig Harrington as they flew 

into Lough Erne Golf Resort by seaplane to officially open the new Sir Nick Faldo designed course. 

The two golfing stars, who have spent their careers walking the fairways of the greatest golf courses 

in the world were both impressed by the challenge and scenery of Lough Erne.” 

Matthew McCreary, ‘Tee-rrific Day Out for Fans of Irish Golf, Rory and Padraig have a Ball at 

Lough Erne’, Thursday 23 July 2009 

“Thousands watched the pair go head-to-head for a special 18 hole game to officially launch the 

Lough Erne Golf Resort in the Fermanagh Lakelands. The state-of-the-art course was designed by 

legendary golfer Nick Faldo and contained enough surprises to test the two players.” 

Peter Hutcheon, ‘McIlroy Has the Last Laugh at Lough, Rory Makes a Big Splash as Padraig is 

sunk in Fermanagh’, Thursday 23 July 2009 

“Neither Rory McIlroy nor Padraig Harrington were in any doubt that Lough Erne can host a European 

Tour event after their Duel on the Lough. The course looks magnificent and the vision that Sir Nick 

Faldo had when he first came to Co Fermanagh has been fully realised.” 

Brian Keogh, ‘McIlroy Teaches Master a Lesson’, Irish Examiner, Thursday 23 July 2009 

“Ulster fans got a glimpse of the future when 6,000 aficionados crammed into the Lough Erne Golf 

Resort to watch young gun Rory McIlroy hand Padraig Harrington a crushing defeat in this enthralling 

encounter.” 

Philip Reid, ‘McIlroy Best in Duel on the Lough’, The Irish Times, Thursday 23 July 2009 

“The ‘Duel on the Lough’ brought us the major champion and the young pretender. Harrington 

commented that ‘This course is well good enough to host a tournament on the European Tour. You 

couldn’t ask for more, for the conditioning or the style of the course. It doesn’t just have a great 

course, it has fantastic facilities with the hotel. It’s ideal.’ McIlroy knows the place like the back of his 

hand. The ever-present smile spoke volumes for how much he had enjoyed the experience. ‘It’s my 

first time to play golf in Northern Ireland as a professional and it was great to see so many people 

from the first tee to the 18
th
 green.’”  

 ‘McIlroy Wins Battle Between Ireland’s Best’, Metro, Thursday, 23 July 2009 

“Rory McIlroy came out on top in the battle between Ireland’s two top golfers. McIlroy commented 

‘The opening of the course is a tremendous boost for Northern Ireland and I’m delighted to be 

involved.’” 

Brian Keogh, ‘Tears and Cheers by the Lough’, Irish Daily Mail, Thursday, 23 July 2009 

“Padraig Harrington lost out to young pretender Rory McIlroy in an enthralling and ultimately heart 

rending exhibition at the Lough Erne Golf Resort. The Holywood ace is looking forward to the day 

when Lough Erne hosts a European Tour Event, ’It was fantastic. It was the first time I had played a 

competitive round at Lough Erne. The course has come on really well. It was nice to win but today 

was really about showcasing Lough Erne and showing everyone how good it is.’” 

Tony McGee, ‘Rory Claims Rare Duel’, Irish News, Thursday, 23 July 2009 

“Over 7,000 people watched the world number 16 and number 26 play the 18 holes on scenic courses 

in Europe. Harrington was highly impressed with what he found at Lough Erne. He never knew such 

delights existed in the south west corner of Northern Ireland. ‘I never realised the beauty of Lough 

Erne until now. It is phenomenal. In today’s good weather it is the nicest place in the world. This is an 



 

 

exciting course with birdie opportunities out there. Amateurs will enjoy it too, as they will be able to 

make birdies. Water comes into play various times. There is no question- this place is good enough 

for a European event.’”   

Brian Keogh, ‘Nice Little Erner, McIlroy Pockets cool €200,000 for beating Pod’, The Irish 

Mirror, Thursday, 23 July 2009 

“Padraig Harrington would love nothing better than the chance to return to Northern Ireland next year 

for a European Tour event with the Nick Faldo designed course on the banks of Lough Erne touted as 

the likely venue for the British Masters. ‘It’s definitely good enough to host the European Tour Event. 

More than good enough. You couldn’t ask for more. If a tournament was here you would see a 

fantastically exciting event with plenty of birdies. There is plenty of water and intimidation coming 

down the last few holes and with a top class hotel, it is a facility that people will come back to time and 

again’ said Harrington. 

The touring professional Rory McIlroy can’t wait to see the Tour touch down north of the border; ’You 

can see by the crowds today that Northern Ireland is crying out for a big golf tournament. The facilities 

here well exceed what you need to host a tour event. Hopefully a tour event will come here in the not 

too distant future.’” 

‘Pros hit the water at Lough Erne,’ The Newsletter, Tuesday, 21
st

 July 2009 

“Three times Major winner, Padraig Harrington and Northern Ireland’s golfing sensation Rory McIlroy 

will both hit the water at the start of the Duel on the Lough when they arrive together at Lough Erne 

Golf Resort by seaplane. The occasion marks the first time either man has played competitive golf as 

a professional in Northern Ireland.” 

Paul Kelly, ‘The Duel on the Lough, Ireland’s ‘Big two’ Primed for Battle’, The Newsletter, 

Monday 20
th

 July 

“The Faldo Course is earning rave reviews and the six time major champion is excited that his 

lakeside creation will be tested by two of the game’s greatest exponents. Nick Faldo-‘I believe the golf 

course will emerge to be a top golfing location but it is important to emphasize the extraordinary 

beauty of the whole area and staging this event should help to bring this message to a wider 

audience.’” 

‘McIlroy is up for nice Little Erne-r’, The Belfast Telegraph Tuesday, 21
st

 July 2009 

“Rory McIlroy is the touring professional at Lough Erne: ‘The opportunity to play against Padraig, on 

what is in some ways my home turf, is exciting. I’ve followed the development of the championship 

course at Lough Erne with great interest and it is spectacular.’” 

Newtownabbey Times ‘Local Fireman is First to Tee Off at New Faldo- Designed Course’, 8
th

 

July 2009 

“Created by six-time major champion, Nick Faldo, the course is set on a breathtaking peninsula 

between Lower Lough Erne and Castle Hume Lough, and is already being talked about as an obvious 

venue for future prestigious European Tour Events. Mr Campbell commented that ‘The course 

certainly lived up to its reputation. The scenery is simply breathtaking and the exhilarating course is 

undoubtedly destined to be one of the major golfing destinations in the world.’” 

David Young, ‘Course Ready to Host World Stars’, The Belfast Telegraph, 2
nd

 July 2009 

“The Faldo Course at the Lough Erne Golf Resort has already been mooted as a potential venue for 

future European Tour events and later this month three times major champion Harrington will take on 

up-and-coming Co. Down sensation McIlroy in a winner-takes-all challenge match.” 

Colm Bradley, ‘A Fairway to Heaven’, The Fermanagh Herald, 1
st

 July 2009 

“The Faldo Course at the Lough Erne Golf Resort demands us to marvel at the astounding beauty of 

Fermanagh, it is stunningly breathtaking.” 



 

 

Ed Curran, ‘How Golf Resort has got The New Northern Ireland Down To a Tee”, Belfast 

Telegraph 22
nd

 June 2009 

“The fairways are flawless. From the elevated tees, there are panoramic views of the Lakeland 

scenery of west Ulster. The waters of the Lough lap around the greens.” 

Top 100 courses in the Making, Golf World Top 100 Golf Courses in Britain and Ireland, June 

2009 

“The golf course will set pulses racing, with the Lough coming into play on 14 of 18 holes, not least 

the thrilling par-3 last over the water in front of the clubhouse. With holes running along the Lough, 

through trees and up to the top of a hill, variety will certainly be a key element of a resort that has lofty 

ambitions to attract a major tournament.” 

David Birtell, ‘Northern Ireland’s Top Spot for ‘Course’ Fishing’, Manchester Evening News. 

16
th

 June 2009 

“Faldo has skilfully crafted a spectacular links, measuring 7,310 yards, on a stunning undulating 

location which boasts a 120-room luxury hotel and 25 lakeside lodges as its centrepiece.”  

Northern Ireland Visitors Journal, June 2009 

“Fermanagh is one of the most up and coming golfing destinations in Ireland, with its Faldo 

Championship Course due to open this season at the prestigious Lough Erne Golf Resort.” 

Michael Lenihan, Golf Management Europe, May 2009 

”No expense has been spared in creating a venue that is destined to become one of Ireland and 

Europe’s greatest destinations.  The quality and finish of the course and breathtaking setting will leave 

visitors marvelling at what they have just played as they walk off the final green.” 

Club Golfer, Holiday Golf Guide, May 2009 

”Faldo’s ingenious creation at Lough Erne Golf Resort brings an exhilarating freshness that captures 

constant interest with nine holes hugging the shore and views over the water on almost every hole 

that give the 7, 261-yard course unique beauty and rightful championship status.” 

Donal Hughes, Irish Examiner, 12
th

 May 2009 

”It usually takes me nine holes to recognise a tournament-worthy layout, but it took a mere 15 minutes 

to figure Lough Erne must be a future European Tour venue.  Faldo and his design firm have 

maximised the natural beauty of the terrain and matched it with the kind of modern layout to test the 

best.” 

5 Best Golf and Food Combos, Sunday Tribune, 3
rd

 May 2009 

”The Lakeland course is stunningly beautiful, as well as stunningly beautiful, as well as challenging”. 

Ian Kehoe, ‘Course of action’, Sunday Business Post, 3
rd

 May 2009 

”McIlroy is not the only famous golfer associated with Lough Erne.  Nick Faldo, the most successful 

European golfer of all time, designed the Lough Erne course which is on the banks of the lake and on 

an island in the middle of the lake.” 

Eoghan Corry, Travel Extra, 1
st

 May 2009 

”Nick Faldo’s golf course…looks a peach…what will make it special – it has five par threes and five 

par fives, and just six par fours. Alleluiah.  All but two of the holes are on the water.” 

IN! Magazine, May 2009 

”…when Lough Erne is open, it will be pretty special.  It’s so nice down there.  As I’ve just bought a 

house down there, I will go down often and hope to spend a lot of weekends there.” 

Dermot Gilleece, Good Value Now Par For The Course, The Sunday Independent, 26
th

 April 

2009 



 

 

“Sitting as it does in a spectacular location on Lough Erne, the Faldo Course would provide wonderful 

images for a European event.” 

Bunkered, April 2009 

”Golf enthusiasts eager to be the first to play Ireland’s newest golfing masterpiece, The Faldo Course 

at Lough Erne Golf Resort…can book on-line as the countdown to the official opening on July 1, 2009 

gets underway.  Set on a breathtaking peninsula between Lower Lough Erne and Castle Hume 

Lough, an is already being talked about as an obvious venue for future prestigious European events.  

The resort’s official representative at worldwide tournaments, Rory McIlroy, is really relishing the 

opportunity to play the full 18 holes”. 

David Young, Irish Examiner ‘Irish stars sign up for $300K showdown’, 25
th

 March 2009 

”Three-time major winner Padraig Harrington and teenage sensation Rory McIlroy will play each other 

in a winner-takes-all showdown on the new Lough Erne golf course…’The opportunity to play against 

Padraig on what is in some ways my home turf is exciting’ Rory McIlroy…’I am assured by those who 

have seen it (The Faldo Course) will be a wonderful addition to Ireland’s golfing infrastructure’ Padraig 

Harrington. 

National Club Golfer, March 2009 

”We’d rather be playing…Lough Erne..This stunning Northern Irish Course opens July…Rory McIlroy 

is the resort’s attached touring professional and the course was designed by six-time Major winner 

Nick Faldo with no fewer than 14 holes running alongside the Lough on what is a 7,261-yard 

championship layout which is destined to become a classic”. 

Paul Handler, Manchester Evening News, ‘Where feeling smug is par for the course…’, Sat 14
th

 

Feb 2009 

‘…the golf team were forthright in their ambition to become a top 100 world club.  The course’s great 

strength lies in its variety.  The first four holes wend their way through towering pine trees before the 

course opens out to offer panoramic views of Castle Hume Lough and Lower Lough Erne.’ 

Today’s Golfer, ‘Wish you were here…Faldo’s Fantasy’ January 2009. 

‘Nick Faldo believes his new design at the striking new Lough Erne Golf Resort in Enniskillen, 

Northern Ireland, could host a European Tour event.  Water is Vital to the layout with the Lough and 

Lake in play on 14 holes.  Lough Erne offers the complete package for a relaxing getaway both on 

and off the course.’ 

Golf World ‘Our Best New Courses’, March 2009 

’Nick Faldo’s routing takes the golfer on a journey to points of high elevation with stunning panoramic 

views, to greens cut into the limits of the Lough and the intimate seclusion of holes cut through mature 

woodland.’ 

National Club Golfer, February 2009 

‘The 7, 261 yard, par-72 track winds around the Lough and features plenty of water and large, 

undulating greens. “We think this potentially could be a European Tour destination,” said Faldo.’ 

TG Courses editor, ‘Halfway Heaven At Top New Faldo Venue’, Today’s Golfer, January 2009 

‘The class halfway house act is breathtakingly situated behind the ninth green on the shores of The 

Faldo Course which opens in July.  Lough Erne is destined to become one of the major golfing 

destinations in the world – its beauty and quality of challenge has already suggested it as a possible 

European Tour venue.’ 

Today’s Golfer, November 6
th

 – December 3
rd

 2008 

”Faldo’s a Winner! A new Loch Lomond?” 



 

 

Golf World, ‘Future classics…Top 100 courses in the making’, November 2008 

”..it’s the golf course that will set pulses racing, with the Lough coming into play on 14 of 18 holes, not 

least the thrilling par-3 over water in front of the clubhouse.” 

Golf Monthly, ‘Key to the Lough’, November 2008 

 “…Lough Erne – the Emerald Isle’s empathic answer to Loch Lomond.’’ 

“The par-4 10
th
 may well live up to its hype of becoming the most photographed hole in the UK.” 

Peter Simmons, Golf International, ‘Peace Offering’, August 2008 

”..the site is wonderfully evocative with plenty of elevation to provide remarkable views across the 

lakes….since fourteen holes have some kind of link with water and the majority have lake-side greens 

– including an island green there are strong echoes of some of the great American courses.  Pebble 

Beach and even Augusta spring to mind. 

Backspin, Backspin’s 2010 Course Rankings, Monday 1
st

 February 2010   

Ranked 13
th
 in the Highest New Entries Category  

Golfsocieties.uk.net, 2010 Guide to Society Golf UK 

‘Nowhere else in the world boasts such a massive concentration of breath-taking links coursed, taking 

in some of the most beautiful and unspoilt scenery in the whole of Europe’  ‘Mix all of that together 

with one of the most famous and friendly welcomes that you will ever receive and you’ve got all the 

ingredients you need for a golf society outing to remember!....’  

 

 

 

• The Thai Spa 

Phyl Clarke, The Irish Times, ‘Go Spas’, January 9
th

 2010 

“My experience at the Thai Spa left me planning a return trip before I had even left.  The name is apt, 

for this is the real deal, with all therapists trained in their native Thailand to perform authentic 

treatments within interiors decorated with furnishing imported from Thailand.  My traditional Thai 

Massage was a wonderful experience, the benefits of which I still felt days later”. 

Diane Parks, Birmingham Post, December 18
th

 2009 

“I was ushered in a beautifully decorated room….the treatment begins with a footwash and ends with 

a series of manipulations where I was sitting, with Jinda behind me moving muscles I  did not even 

know I had.  At the end I felt totally kickstarted – calmed but also rejuvenated”. 

Belfast Telegraph, Ultimate Spa Guide, November 2009 

”The Thai Spa, at Lough Erne Golf Resort is the only spa in the UK to provide a wholly Thai 

Experience offering, a full range of Thai treatments by Thai Therapists with Thai product range Lau 

Erb”. 

Glen Hayward, ‘Fine food and fairways’, Metro, 18
th

 August 

”..we visited The Thai Spa, a truly authentic experience. My campanion has lived in Thailand for 

several years and suggested the treatments were as good as any she had received whilst there.  The 

facilities are outstanding; the treatment and relaxation rooms are tremendous”. 



 

 

‘Lough Erne Golf Resort in Harrods competition’ The Impartial Reporter 6
th

 August 2009 

“Over 150 Harrods’ customers experienced a flavour of some of the treatments available with high 

quality and trained Lau Erb Thai therapists from The Thai Spa at Lough Erne Golf Resort.” 

Laura Davidson, ‘Giant Revelation’, The Sunday Mail 9
th

 August 2009 

“All the therapists, products and even the wallpaper in the eight treatment rooms have been brought 

in from Thailand. It’s the most authentic Thai experience I’ve had this side of Bangkok.” 

Jillie Beattie, “Luxury on the Green”, The Daily Mirror, 13
th

 June 2009 

“Everything in the spa is genuine. The specialist Thai massage therapists and even the luxury Lau 

Erb products, have all travelled from Thailand for our pleasure.” 

‘The Thai Spa at Lough Erne Golf Resort’, Spa Secrets, June 2009 

“Thai pampering in Ireland means you don’t have to endure a long-haul flight to get a good massage. 

The Thai Spa at Lough Erne Golf Resort has introduced a selection of male grooming treatments 

including the Gentlemen’s Hot Towel Facial, Herbal Compress and Oriental Scalp Massage.” 

Liz O’Dwyer, Pitch’n’ Pamper, Image, 1
st

 June 2009 

”All treatments in the exquisitely finished Thai Spa are delivered by the endearing Thai Therapist team 

who treat guests like royalty.  I indulged in the Royal Power massage, which left me walking on air 

and as loose a rag doll.  The concept of having two relaxation rooms – one for pre- and one for post 

treatments- is very impressive.  The marvellous mosaic poll area, the light therapy sauna, the crystal 

aroma steam room, the floral foot washes, the charming eager staff – the list goes on, but in short, no 

detail is overlooked”. 

Ginny McGrath, Times Online.co.uk, 12
th

 May 2009 

”The hotel’s Thai spa is impressive. It’s also true to its name in terms of décor, treatments and 

expertise – the therapists are all Thai, and exceptionally well trained”. 

 

 

Jim McCafferty, ‘The magic that is Lough Erne Golf Resort’, Derry Journal  1
st

 May 2009 

”A truly relaxing space for the visitor, in addition to the this tranquil surrounding the ultimate haven 

was the Thai Spa Experience.  It was The Soothing of the soul that appealed to me with a Soul 

Revival massage an hour long treatment.  I highly recommend this treatment to all.” 

Gemma Fullam, Unwind in style, Sunday Independent, 19
th

 April 2009 

”Spas should be opulent, cocooning, warm, luxurious.  This one is certainly that.  The ambience 

instantly transported me, to an oriental state of mind.  I had a Royal Power Massage…this was in a 

league all of its own.  May concentrated her efforts on legs, arms and shoulders, varying between 

traditional effleurage and firm pressure, using her hands, forearms and elbows.  More than a week 

later, I’m still totally pain-free in my shoulder and neck area, which is unprecedented”. 

Elle, Travel section, April 2009 

”If the waterside location isn’t enough to visit, the Thai Spa has 8 treatment rooms a thermal suite, 

light therapy sauna and an indoor infinity pool”. 

‘10 best Mother’s Day Surprises’, Irish Independent, March 14
th

 2009 

”New mum niceties, got a new or expectant mum in your house? If so you may be interested in two 

packages designed by Lough Erne Golf Resort to relieve fatigue, increase energy, banish dry skin, 

alleviate fluid retention and prevent stretch marks.  The ‘Great Expectation’, ‘Special Delivery 

Indulgence’. 



 

 

Claire O’Mahony, Sunday Tribune Magazine, Rest and play, March 1
st

 2009 

“The authentic Thai Spa adds a further touch of class”. 

Richard Brugger, ‘Men’s therapy’, Spa World, Issue 21 2009 

‘The décor is distinctly Thai…from dark wood floors to bold floral patterns and rich hues of red, green 

and gold; it certainly makes a nice change from wall-to-wall neutrals. 

I experienced the Body Revival treatment…this version judges things beautifully.  The combination of 

hot herbal compresses and pressure point techniques loosens tense muscles and tenser minds – a 

great pre- or post-game loosener!’ 

John Hooks, The Weekender, ‘Erne-ing Par…’, 6 February 2009 

‘By this stage we thought we were relaxed as we could be – we were wrong! The Lough Erne Golf 

Resort is home to an amazing Thai Spa.  The process began with a time of relaxation and a fruit 

smoothie before my therapist escorted me to the treatment room…massaging my soul back into 

complete revival – an experience everyone should have once in their life.’ 

IN! Beauty, Get the Look, ‘Relaxn’, IN! Magazine, January 2009 

‘…the Thai Spa at Lough Erne Golf Resort is nothing short of heavenly.  Who’s it for? Anyone in need 

of a day of escapism and utter pampering!’ 

Alanna Gallagher, Irish Times, 10 top spa delights, 6 December 2008 

’The Thai Spa offers the genuine article, a deep-tissue Thai massage that includes vigorously 

assisted yoga movements to increase flexibility – the lazy man’s yoga.’ 

 

Lorraine Johnston, Hooker Rugby, ‘His & Hers Pamper Weekend’, Nov/Dec 2008 

‘It felt like we were entering a different world….It was the most amazing one-hour experience I have 

ever had.  To say we were relaxed and revived would only begin to explain what was truly a 

pampering extravaganza!’ 

Zest Magazine, November 2008, Travel Section 

”5 BEST SPA NEWCOMERS…The Thai Spa, Lough Erne Golf Resort” 

 

Liam Stebbing,  The Irish Times, Go Ireland, Saturday November 15
th

 2008, ‘Fermanagh casts 

its spell’ 

”…the most relevant point is that a couple of hours in the spa makes you feel you’re getting the full 

luxury experience, from the ‘light therapy’ sauna’…to the super duper pre-massage shower, whose 

settings – Caribbean, Atlantic and more…if you don’t feel better after a few minutes under its jets, 

you’ve lost your sense of humour.” 

 

 

 

 

• Tastes of Lough Erne…The Essence Of Natural Freshness 

Ulster Tatler Feb 2010 

”Wine connoisseurs are set for a gourmet delight with the announcement of Lough Erne Resorts 

exclusive winemakers Dinner on Thursday 11
th
 March 2010, in association with Camillo De Luliis, 

President of Farnese Vini and Charles Robb, MD R&R Wines”. 



 

 

Paolo Tullio, ‘Food with a delicious philosophy’, Irish Independent Weekend Magazine, 6
th

 

February 2010 

‘’The first dishes were loin of venison for Marian and scallops for me.  The presentation was excellent 

and the tastes were superb.  The venison was as tender as any I’ve tasted and was served with a 

roast garlic purée and a bitter chocolate and port sauce.  My scallops were perfectly cooked and 

sauced with a light lemon and caper butter that was positively delicious.’’  ‘’It was also quickly 

apparent that Jonathan the sommelier knows his stuff…’’  ‘’ This was by any standards a very fine 

meal and the service was of a high standard, justifying the five-star rating. The Verdict…Food 

9/10…Ambience 8/10…Value for money 8/10…Total 25/30…Excellent.’’ 

Foodtripper.co.uk, 1
st

 February 2010 

‘’Now firmly established in the kitchen, Executive Head Chef Noel McMeel has brought his own 

particular brand of modern Irish cooking to the attention of roving locavores.  ‘’The best way to sample 

McMeel’s simple but sumptuous creations is to get yourself an invite to one of Lough Erne’s 

Foodmaker’s Dinners.’’  ‘’ Here, not only do you get to dine as finely as is humanly possible, you also 

get to meet some of the men and women who bestow Lough Erne with its raw ingredients.’’  

‘’Knowing their stuff is what earned Lough Erne their AA five stars and double rosette for culinary 

excellence and what makes it such an idyllic place for a self-indulgent weekend away.’’ 

Diane Parks, Birmingham Post, December 18
th

 2009 

“We ate in the Catalina where we sampled mouthwatering soups, fish, salads and deserts and also in 

the les formal Clubhouse Bar & Grill where I had one of the best fish and chips in a long time”. 

Michael McGlade, Hooked on Haute Cuisine, October 24
th

 2009 

”Prawns are a big favourite of mine, but I doubt if the Pave of Dublin Bay Prawns – Parmesan Biscuit 

served for starter, will ever be surpassed.  The only difficulty I have had is finding words to describe 

this heavenly evening dining”. 

Glen Hayward, ‘Fine food and fairways’, Metro, 18
th

 August 

”The Catalina Restaurant…the food was delicious and excellent value for money.  The Sommelier 

demonstrating his wealth of knowledge, tempted us to explore to the beautiful terracotta wine cellar 

and his range of fine wines.” 

Michael Raffael, Gourmet Traveller, August 2009 

”Its Catalina Restaurant is good enough to tempt even the most hardened addict away from their 

dimpled 4.3cm-diameter obsession. A red pepper veloute with a melting quenelle of fresh goats’ 

cheese is as simple as the slice of sautéed foie gras with caramelised is apple is pretty. 

‘Laura Davidson, ‘Giant Revelation’, The Sunday Mail 9
th

 August 2009 

“Dining at the resort is an occasion to savour. I loved the laid-back Blaney Bar, a great place to enjoy 

a pint of Guinness and peruse the menu, a collection of mouth-watering dishes. For the full five-star 

treatment, executive chef Noel McMeel has created an elegant a la carte menu in The Catalina 

Restaurant, showcasing excellent local produce.” 

‘The Great British Break’, Country & Town House, July 2009 

“Dine at the Catalina Restaurant, where Head Chef Noel Mc Meel magics a sumptuous alchemy of 

flavours. His Torchon of foie gras and green peppercorns with grape and Saurternes chutney is to die 

for.” 

Jilly Beattie, ‘Eating Out’, The Daily Mirror, 6
th

 June 2009 

“Noel McMeel is a culinary force to be reckoned with. There was simply nothing that we could have 

changed from the moment we stepped into the Catalina until we took our leave. Flavours, colours, 

ingredients, presentation, service, atmosphere, it all worked 100 per cent. If you are looking for an 

amazing culinary experience and a fantastic night out, Catalina is a must.” 



 

 

Lizzie Gore Grimes, ‘Fermanagh Flavours’, Cara Magazine, June 2009 

“The food at Lough Erne, in keeping with McMeel’s gastro philosophy, is unpretentious, with an 

emphatic emphasis on quality ingredients that are locally sourced where possible. The fine-dining 

restaurant is sure to become one of the best places to eat in the county, with high quality ingredients, 

simply prepared.” 

 ‘Tastes of Lough Erne’, Hospitality Review, June 2009 

“The food, typically McMeel, simply oozes Irish elegance and focuses heavily on local and artisan 

producers for meats, fish and cheeses” 

Liz O’Dwyer, Image, June 2009 

”The Catalina Restaurant is sublime, the Chocolate Afternoon Tea b the log fire is something from the 

last days of Versailles and definitely worth the calorific splurge.” 

Ginny McGrath, Times Online.co.uk, 12
th

 May 2009 

”Our evening meal was excellent – colourful presentation, fresh ingredients, many sourced from 

County Fermanagh…the Sommelier was excellent – enthusiastically matching glasses of wine with 

dishes.  Breakfast was also good …the best porridge I’ve tasted!” 

5 Best Golf and Food Combos, Sunday Tribune, 3
rd

 May 2009 

”Executive Chef Noel McMeel and his team create an exceptional meal.  The Catalina Restaurant is 

the resort’s fine dining restaurant, where McMeel has placed his distinctive stamp on familiar dishes, 

even reinventing that old stalwart, the Mixed Grill.” 

Eoghan Corry, Travel Extra, 1
st

 May 2009 

”The gloriously name chef Noel McMeel, one of the great Irish Chefs, has always believed that Irish 

cooking should be a celebration of local ingredients.  Starters include tian of Kilkeel crab and an 

exquisite terrine of local game with apple caviar.  If you can find a better starter on the seven 

continents, I want to know about it.” 

Jim McCafferty, ‘The magic that is Lough Erne Golf Resort’, Derry Journal  1
st

 May 2009 

”We dined in The Catalina Restaurant which heralds the famous chef Noel McMeel who has a focus 

on seasonal local produce.  A delicious menu of Tian of crab with Beetroot jelly, pan-fried scallops a 

main course of the finest fillet of beef, Rump of lamb, Monkfish and delicious duck.  A truly delectable 

menu but sommelier Jonathan is on hand to recommend wines to go with every dish”. 

Gemma Fullam, Unwind in style, Sunday Independent, 19
th

 April 2009 

”Breakfast was a sumptuous affair, with everything from traditional Ulster farls to a wide array of fruit 

and juices -  although I have to admit to real temptation by the 24-hour room-service menu’s 

champagne breakfast. Next time”. 

“I ate later in the Catalina Restaurant, all delicate shades of eau-de-nil and cream, as sublime as the 

food.  The highlight was local venison from Colebrook, exquisitely cooked and tender as the night.  

Chef Noel McMeel came out to chat to diners after service finished.  Like all staff at Lough Erne, he 

has infectious enthusiasm and pride in his job. Utterly refreshing”. 

Emily Hourican, The most delicious Escapes, Woman & Home, March 2009 

”As the first Northern Irish hotel to wine AA five stars, expectations around the dining are clearly high.  

Happily, head chef Noel McMeel, is well prepared for the challenge and equal to the task of rejecting 

pretension in favour of solid quality.  Catalina restaurant does relaxed fine dining – think Tian of 

Kilkeel crab with vanilla beetroot pickle and avocado puree, followed by Pan-fried rump of Glenhoy 

lamb with baby leeks, slow-roast tomatoes, Kalamata olives and roast pepper essence.  And yes, it 

tastes as good as it reads.  Afternoon tea is a particular treat”. 



 

 

Gillian Nelis, The Sunday Business Post, Agenda Magazine, March 1
st

 2009 

”Foodies are in for a treat at Lough Erne, where menus are overseen by executive chef Noel McMeel, 

McMeel’s emphasis is on the very best local produce.  Standout dishes include pan-roasted scallops 

with a mixed bean cassoulet and fennel puree, and potato and celeriac rosti with soft-poached egg 

truffle hollandaise, which my vegetarian companion pronounced to be one of the best main courses 

he had ever eaten”. 

Claire O’Mahony, Sunday Tribune Magazine, Rest and play, March 1
st

 2009 

”The food in Noel McMeel’s acclaimed Catalina Restaurant is superb”. 

Paul Handler, Manchester Evening News, ‘Where feeling smug is par for the course…’, Sat 14
th

 

Feb 2009 

The marvellously named McMeel has put on a comprehensive dining arrangement to cater for all 

tastes.  The charming Catalina restaurant offers a full menu and the quality of food is excellent.’ 

Irish Independent, Weekend Magazine, 22 November 2008 

‘Ten best Christmas Getaways…Lough Erne Golf Resort’ 

Niamh Boylan, Food & Wine, October 2008 

”…The menu is smart and modern…The sourcing of local produce was very evident in the main 

course selection. My canon of Glenhoy lamb with rosti potato, pea and mint puree came with a little 

surprise of sweetbreads. Gorgeous. The fish was really fresh and tasty and well able for the assertive 

flavours of the lentils and jus. Service throughout was very good and genuinely friendly.” 

Angela Dewar, The Herald, November 3
rd

 2008 

”…one of the best menus in the area has to be the Catalina restaurant in the newly opened Lough 

Erne Golf Resort.  Head chef Noel McMeel has a passion for sourcing local food in season, and this is 

evident from the salmon, beef, chicken and wide selection of fruit and vegetables served on the 

regularly changing menu.” 

Gavin Walker, Business First, November 2008 

 “We enjoyed an outstanding meal in The Catalina restaurant and, judging by the reaction of our 100 

fellow-diners, we weren’t alone in our praise.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Great  Outdoors 



 

 

Kevin McGuinness, Lancashire Evening Post, October 2009 

”Lough Erne is an angler’s paradise teeming with every variety of specimen, including Pike the size of 

a crocodile…its taken so seriously that there’s a resident ghille”. 

Margie Goldsmith, The Luck of the Irish, Active Adventures, Women’s Running Magazine July/ 

August 2009 

“Head to Ireland to run past centuries-old castles, try windsurfing or go mountain climbing of a 600-

acre peninsula with The Great Outdoors Program at the five-star resort Lough Erne. Enjoy a 

multisport vacation that includes indulging on gourmet meals made with local ingredients or getting a 

massage at the Thai Spa.”  

David Birtill, Manchester Evening News, June 2009 

“Lough Erne is an angler’s paradise teeming with every variety of game an coarse specimens. It’s 

taken so seriously that there’s a resident ghillie” 

Rebecca Black, ‘Bringing the Lakelands to Life for Visitors’, The Newsletter, 4
th

 June 2009 

“Lough Erne is the jewel in Fermanagh’s crown and home to some of Europe’s best fly fishing” 

PGA Tour.com, July 2009 

“As amazing as Nick Faldo’s most recent design triumph at Lough Erne Golf Resort very definitely is, 

this is a magical escape retreat with every bit as much appeal to those who have no love of the game 

as it does to the most ardent golfer. With an activities list as long as your arm, any guest would be 

hard-pressed not to find something on it to at least tickle their fancy and the opportunities to try one or 

two of the more off-the-wall possibilities, undoubtedly too strong to resist.” 

 

 


