
 

 
 
 

LOUGH ERNE CHALLENGE  
 

PROVES GREAT SUCCESS 
 
 

July 2009: More than 6,000 spectators turned out to watch the inaugural Lough 
Erne Challenge between three time Major Champion Padraig Harrington and Lough 
Erne’s 20 year old touring professional Rory McIlroy, over the newly opened Faldo 
Course last week. 
 
This was the first time Ireland’s world class players had competed in a professional 
event in Northern Ireland and it was McIlroy who proved triumphant in this opening 
event, with a course record of 68 over Harrington’s respective round of 70. The 
current Dubai Desert Champion picked up a cheque for 200,000 euros and the 
specially commissioned Belleek Trophy for the first time. 
 
Following his round over the much talked about 7,167 yard Faldo Course, the World 
No.26 McIlroy commented: “Northern Ireland is really crying out for a European 
Tour event and Lough Erne is set up so well for tournament golf. The course has 
come on really well since I was last here and it was great to see so many local 
people out there supporting us”. 
 
Harrington was equally complimentary on his first visit to the Fermanagh Resort: 
“It really is a hidden gem in a a beautiful area and when you get the weather you 
couldn’t wish for a better place in the world. It more than exceeds the 
requirements of a European Tour venue and it was a joy to play. I am very 
impressed with the number of greens in front of the hotel and lodges which leads 
to a great atmosphere and stadium finish”. 
 
The Lough Erne Challenge marked the official opening of The Faldo Course widely 
regarded as Ireland’s newest golfing masterpiece. Created by six-time major 
champion Sir Nick Faldo, the Par 72 course is set on a breathtaking peninsula 
between Lower Lough Erne and Castle Hume Lough, and is already being 
earmarked as an obvious venue for future prestigious European Tour events.  
 
Tee times can now be booked on line with green fees starting from £80, simply go 
to www.loughernegolfresort.com, click on book a tee time on the home page and 
select the preferred date and time to play this stunning new championship course. 
 



 
About Lough Erne Golf Resort: 
 

Please see below new text for the new boiler plate 

Lough Erne Golf Resort 

Lough Erne opened in County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, in October 2007. It is set on a 
600 acre peninsula nestled in between Lower Lough Erne and Castle Hume Lough. The 
privately-owned hotel has 120 guestrooms including 25 two and three bedroom Loughside 
Lodges which offer private, fully serviced accommodation.  The Resort features The Thai 
Spa, a variety of innovative dining options including The Catalina Restaurant for elegant 
dining overlooking the Lough, The Blaney Bar forThe Grazing Menu and exclusive Irish 
Whiskey Collection; The Loughside Clubhouse, Bar & Grill for Casual All Day Dining & Prime 
Irish Meats from The Grill and The Garden Hall for Traditional, Chocolate & Pink Afternoon 
Tea. The Resort has 2 Championship Golf Courses, including The Faldo Course, The 
Ultimate Golf Destination (opened July 1st 2009) Lough Erne Golf Resort is located just five 
minutes from Enniskillen (St Angelo) private airport. It is also easily accessible from Belfast 
International, Belfast City, City of Derry airports and Dublin Airport. All tills at Lough Erne Golf 
Resort accept Euro currency.  

 
Lough Erne Golf Resort, Belleck Road, Enniskillen, BT93 7ED, Northern Ireland. 
Tel: + 44 (0) 28 6632 3230 .  
 
golf@loughernegolfresort.com   www.loughernegolfresort.com 
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